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This poster presents experiences of o
indigenous community conservation from HE v VY
the Farma Valley, a location in Tuscany, ;
Central Italy.

Over the past four years, the combination
of ancient practice and traditions and
innovative technologies and approaches to
land protection and promotion have
generated very peculiar projects, some of
which with international visibility. These
experiences are also suggesting to local
communities next steps in the
conservation of their territory and, more in
general, of their heritage.

Setting

The Farma Valley is located in Southern
Tuscany, Italy, half way between the .
medieval town of Siena and Grosseto. <

The valley has an extension of
approximately 120 km2, with elevation
ranging from approximately 300 to almost
1000 m above sea level. Three natural
conservation areas are hosted inside the | .. °
valley, with a total extension of little over | :
2000 hectares: these are named Farma o
(156 ha), La Pietra (530 ha), and a small

area dedicated to the surroundings of the f , fom/\
g

Belagaio Castle (in fact, embedded in the

Farma reserve). S " Elba Island

Population is very sparse, with one of the ‘ . ., "Ny .

lowest densities in Italy. | “‘* R
The valley is the home to three . ) >
communities, located in Piloni and Torniella SN

(Grosseto Province), and Scalvaia (Siena ™
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o~ The course of the Farma creek and the location
N \MN of the three villages in the valley (from South
to North: Piloni, Torniella, and Scalvaia)

Province), with a total of less than 500

inhabitants. Ita/y
Tourism, which is one of the typical

activities for Italy, and Tuscany in

particular, is relatively scarce.

Heritage The Farma valley is not huge, but contains an extremely diverse heritage

Nature Archaeology

The Farma valley hosts various fauna and flora assets The wide extensions of woodland made the Farma valley
(see handout A). Furthermore, it is located in one of the a primary centre for logging. In the middle ages, various
parts of Italy with the lowest light pollution (i.e. the iron mills were built, and used to process ore coming
inland area of the Grosseto Province). This peculiarity is from various parts of the metalliferous hills district as
due mainly to the extremely low population density of well as from the Elba island. Other landmarks also exist,
this region. such as the castles in Torniella and in the Belagaio site,

an ancient church in Piloni.

Past and recent past

Over the past years, public il ——
administrations (and, to a B oo
more limited extent, |

private operators) have

been investing in the
requalification of historical
landmarks and natural
resources. However, the

fact of being a relatively
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Culture and society

Hunting, especially wild boar, is a tradition in this area. Each village has a team of hunters which,
during the three Winter months organize twice a week their outings.

If hunting is quite common in all of Central Italy, as well as in other rural parts of the country, a
much more peculiar cultural asset of this area is the ancient hand ball game of "Palla a 21" (or
"Palla Eh!"). This is the Southern Tuscan variant of the medieval jeux de paum (i.e. the ancestors
of tennis)

Another historical celebration during the year, which is extremely important to Piloni and Torniella
is tied to the First of May (labour day). Starting early in the morning, tables full of food, wine,
and other local products are presented to whoever likes to join a marching band playing
traditional songs, promenading from Piloni to Torniella. This event is renown throughout all of
Southern Tuscany, with up to 700 people reaching the valley each year to attend it.
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Conclusions and next steps Acknowledgements

The events briefly summarized in this poster have provide a very strong drive in the Farma
valley to consider a development in Community Conservation.

At the time of writing, all of the local communities and the other associations operating in
the valley are in the "live" part of their Summer program of activies.
In parallel, meetings are ongoing both within the valley, and with subjects based out of the
valley to evaluate ideas and options for projects related to the coming years, in order to
improve our community conservation efforts.

We are available to provide more information about our past accomplishments, as well as to
share some of our ideas for the future. We are also interested to learn more about other
cases worldwide, from which we may draw examples of best practice, or with which we may
establish connections for future joint initiatives.

Partecipativa project.
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